Linn Memorial Methcdist Church, Clarence, Missouri, on the campus of Central 
College, the center of religious life of the students. In the Sanctuary of this 
beautiful edifice, the student body meets each Tuesday morning for chapel. The 


photograph is available through the courtesy of Rev. Milton M.*Thorne, Editor 


the Missouri Methodist, Fayette, Missouri, and longtime Expositor friend. 
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HOW TO FACE 
OUR TROUBLES 


Don’t magnify them. Don’t dwell 

on them, taking them to bed with U, 
spoiling your digestion by feeding upon 
them all day, and making everybody un- 
happy by throwing their shadow upon 
them. But with a resolute, courageous, 
and trusting spirit, take them to God 
in prayer, and then go forth to meet and 
vanquish them, and you will find the 
are much less formidable than you ha 
feared. 


D ON’T run away from your troubles. 


An old farmer plowed around a rock 
in one of his fields for many years. He 
had actually grown morbid over the- 
matter, for he had broken a cultivator 
and two plows, besides losing a lot of 
valuable land in its vicinity. One day, 
he made up his mind that he would dig 
it out and have done with it. Lo, when 


Christian Endeavor Week 
10-Steps to Leadership 
Teach With Success 
Fund Raising, Nygaard 


he put his crowbar under it, he found 
it was less than a foot thick and that 
he could loosen it with a trifling effort 
and carry it away in his wagon. 


He smiled to think how all through 


Sermons oe the years this rock had haunted him! 
Wrong Suppositions One day we shall | 
} ook back 
about Christ trials and our anxious pieia al find 


w needless many of them were, so 
unreal and yet so distressing, that we 
can say like the old lady when she was 
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POPULAR novelty song describes 
a man whose home is now owned by 
the railroad. He and his family live 
the front and the back, but there is no 
wing in the middle of the house, for 


cat's the railroad track. 
The song writer in all probability had 
» intention of conveying the teaching, 
ht there is a lesson of Tife here whic 
e ought not miss: the trains are not 
ways on time. e€ man was singing 
s song in the middle of the house on 
e assumption that the train would not 
pme through off schedule. But it did! 
nd the result was fatal. 
‘Too many of us treat sin in the same 
y. We sit on the track, right in the 
th of evil, assuming in all compla- 
ency that no harm can come to us, But 
en we become too frisky with sin we 
discover, to our sorrow, that the 
ins come by when we least expect 
em. 
HE CASE OF SAMSON: The pages of 
cripture paint for us a vivid picture o 
;man who points up the fact. The story 
> Samson is a fag one. Because he 
ad already outwitted Delilah on previ- 
as occasions he confidently assume 
wat no harm could come to him. So the 
ible portrays Samson, in the language 
fF the modern song, “‘singing his song 
. the middle of the house.’ He thought 
2 could play with fire and not get burn- 


The intention of Delilah was persist- 
mt. She determined to learn the secret 
f his strength, and she teased and 
empted until he told. His strength lay 
1 the vow he had made to God not to 
nt his hair. As long as he kept his 
w his strength remained. But when 
is vow was broken by the cuttin of 

s hair, his strength was gone, and the 
ty Samson became as weak as other 


elilah had won her battle. She reveal- 


Methodist Church 
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C, 


WILLIAM GODDARD SHERMAN 


THE RAILROAD COMES THROUGH 
THE MIDDLE OF THE HOUSE 


ed the secret, and Samson was defeated. 
He was taken prisoner by the Philis- 
tines, who put out his eyes and made 
him a slave. He had become too frisky 
with evil and it had destroyed him. 

What happened to Samson isa parable 
of life iteclt.We cannot live on a fringe 
of evil without being swept into the vor- 
tex of its swirling waters and overcome. 

Which tracks lead to destruction ? 
Stretching the analogy of the novelty- 
song a bit further we might observe that 
there are several tracks which lead to 
our spiritual destruction, all of which 
we may discover too frequently coming 
through the middle of the house. 

One of these is materialism. In Words- 
worth’s undying phrase, ‘“The world is 
too muck with us.” Nor should we forget 
the rest of the passage: 


Late and soon, getting and spending, 
We lay waste our powers. 


These tinseled times in which we 
live place too great emphasis upon- 
possessions, when our central thought 
ought to be given to the things which 
we allow to possess us.For in the final 
analysis it is the things which possess 
us that mark our destiny. 

John Ruskin tells oF the wreck of a 
ship in California. One of the passen- 
gers fastened a belt about himself wiih 
two hundred pounds of gold in it, with 
which he was found afterwards at the 
bottom. ‘‘Now,’’ asks Ruskin, ‘‘as he 
was sinking, had he the gold? or kad 
the gold him?”’ 

There is no greater peril before the 
souls of men ha the spirit of mater- 
ialism which prevails in our day. When 
we follow this track it ieads to our 
destruction. 

OR, let us be less subtle and recog- 
nize the blunt fact of unrighteousness 
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in our living. It is not too extravagant 

to suggest that the sins of unclean- 

ness which the Apostle Paul was wont 

to describe so vividly are very much a 
part of life in twentieth century Ameri- 
ca. Dr. Kinsey’s works, though factual,- 
make sordid reading, because they point 
up the conditions which the modern age 
take to be normal. 

These sins of uncleanness are, as a 
recent writer said, ‘‘one of the real can- 
cers on the body of human society to- 
day.’’ Like a malignant cancer, sin con- 
tinues to grow larger and larger, until 
the day comes when it destroys the tis- 
sue on which it feeds. 

There is.a familiar story about a cir- 
cus performer who would captivate his 
audience by wrestling a boa constrictor. 
For months he put on his thrilling act, 
never failing to hold his audience spell- 
bound, but all the time remaining master 
of the giant reptile. 

One Be however, as the performer 
stood in the cage, the snake did not re- 
spond to his commands.He tried to force 
the reptile into submission, but the huge 
constrictor ignored his words, and before 
a horrified crowd the snake wrapped it- 
self around the body of the trainer and 
crushed him to death.What had happened? 
Only this: each day the snake was grow- 
ing larger and stronger, until the day 
came when it destroyed the man who had 
wrestled with it. 

So it is with sin. Allow it entrance 
into the corridors of your life and you 
soon discover that it fills all the rooms, 
and becomes master of the premises. 

Like Samson, like the performer who 
wrestled the snake, or like the idiot who 
sat on the railroad track thet comes - 
through the middle of the house, we 
will find that sin will destroy us if we 
put ourselves in its path. 


THE HARVEST COMES: Some years 
ago a noted minister told of a young 
man who sat in his study telling of his 
adventures of sin. He hel thought he 
could get away with it.He had assumed 
that he could outsmart God, break the 
moral laws, and escape with no penal- 
ty upon himself. But in his confession 
to the minister he said this, ‘‘If I had 
only known then what I know now.” 

oo late this young man had learned 
that sin wears a false face. While some 
pleasures may come, and may be real, 
they are costly and do not last. The 
pleasures of a moment are soon for- 
gotten, and the victim is left with an 
empty ‘life and a soul in misery. 

he Church has frequently been ac- 
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cused of inventing such a doctrine in 
order to scare sinners into the Kingdom. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Not only is it undesirable to ‘‘scare’ 
pours into the Kingdom--they must 

e won by love- - but this is not a doc- 
trine peculiar to Christianity. It is an 
eternal fact of spiritual law which God 
has woven into the fabric of the uni- 
verse. Men in every age, and in nearly 
every religious camp, have recognize 
its truth.For example, one of the funda- 
mental concepts of Hinduism is the law 
of Karma, which states that whatsoever 
a man reaps, that he has sowed. The 
law of spiritual harvest transcends the 
religious understanding of man. It is an 
eternal truth of God. 

Happy, therefore, is that man who dis- 
covers that God is not mocked. We can- 
not violate the moral law without reap- 
ing the inevitable harvest. Samson dis- 
covered it; so did the young man who 
learned too late that the harvest comes 
whether we want it or not. 


GOD’S SUFFICIENT GRACE:One more 
fact needs to be recognized lest we 
face life only in fear. Phere is a sus- 
tuining power which will enable us to 
live on a higher plane, thus reapin 
the panerste Weed of the abundant 
ife. 

While Samson labored as a slave, 
he had opportunity to review the e- 
vents of his life, and to see these in 
a new persne ce Before his vision 
loomed his sinful waste of ability, the 
abandoned opportunities, the wretched- 
ness of his deeds. But he found a new 
truth, a truth which is likewise eternal, 
even as the law of the harvest. It was 
the truth of God’s promise to be present 
in our time of greatest need -- present 
with a grace to overcome. e great 
Apostle wrote it this way: “Where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound.” 

One day as Samson was at his labors 
the Philistines gathered for a feast. 


} 


They had the prisoner brought before. 


them to set him up as an object of ridi- 
cule. But Samson 
guint and strength, and his prayer 

id not go unheard. 

After 
hold of the pillars upon which the house 
stood, and pushed them with all his 
strength, and the house came crash- 
ing down. Samson was avenged. 


ur God is merciful and full of com- . 


passion. Power to triumph over sin is 

romised to those who earnestly seek 
it. God’s Presence is a vital 
to all who call upon Him. 
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rayed for divine . 


he had prayed. Samson took — 
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Here Are Architects’ Drawings 


Of New First Methodist Church 


Associated Architects, Harold Wagoner 
Hummel 


of Philadelphia, and 


Hummel, 


and Jones of Boise, Idaho 


to be erected in downtown Boise, 

Idaho, under the leadership of the 
Rev. Herbert E. Richards, Pastor, is 
to occupy a square block near the State 
Capitol Building. 

Associated Architects for the project 
are Harold Wagoner of Philadelphia, and 
Hummel, Hummel and Jones of Boise, 
Idaho, and plans call for construction of 
Kansas lime stone. The main portions -- 
of the church, according to the plans, 
will be the sanctuary with a 144 foot- 
steeple; asmall chapel for weddings,-- 
and worship; a connecting cloister and 
religious education buildings. The build- 
ings will inclose a 100-foot-square medi- 
tation garden in the center of the block. 


Ts. NEW First Methodist Church 


The main sanctuary, genuine old goth- 
ic with roots, is to be 60 feet high, will 
face the east. A rose window, 16-feet 
/in diameter, mounted above the entrance 
doors will be illuminated by the morn- 
ng sun. 


Plans include one of the finest edu- 
ational facilities in the west, for the 
ew church, which ‘‘We hope will be a 
tructure of physical as well as spirit- 
al beauty which will be of community 


.cember, 1956 


HERBERT E. RICHARDS 
MINISTER 


Formerly Professor at 
Drew Theological Seminary 


interest and pride without regard to the 
religious affiliation to the viewer,”’ 
said Marcell Learned, chairman of the 
executive committee for the building 


project. 
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The cna Columns 
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BEING ONE’S AGE 
\| HE old reproof, ‘‘Be your age!”’ 


when one said anything that seemed 

to the reprover to be stupid or in- 
fantile, always struck me as both stupid 
and infantile. 


I am not expressing any personal re- 
sentment. Even the most superior per- 
sons don’t nowadays, exhort me to be 
my age, whatever that term means. 


It would not be a tactful exhortation. 
It would mean, “‘At your age, we expect 
you to dodder! Why aren’t you doddering? 
Why this silly affectation of being in 
your prime?”’ 

But in my younger days | was often 
urged to be my age; and | gather that 
you suffer from the same silly rebuke. 


I don’t know how old you are, but it 
doesn’t matter to me or to anybody else; 
it doesn’t matter even to you, yourself. 


You are as old as you feel; act, and 
speak, as you feel at the moment; to be 
otherwise is unnatural. 


Why should one not behave as an in 
fant, if one happens to feel infantile? 


Why should anyone be urged to ape 
maturity when one isn’t feeling the dull- 
ness, re stodginess, the owlish solem- 
nity, of the average mature person? 


I, for my part, often say silly things 
for the fun of saying them. 


Should a poet be required to write with 
the seriousness of Milton when his whole 
being yearns to write some jolly nonsense 
verses like Lewis Carroll? 


My advice to you is; Be about the num- 
ber of birthdays you have celebrated. 


-R. S. Payneham, SA., 
Melbourne Herald, Australia 


SOUVENIERS COST $2,000,000 

Visitors to Miami, Florida, are said to 
buy more than $2,000,000 worth of souve- 
nirs annually. 
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PRAY PATIENTLY 


in prayer is patience, e write! 

is laconically brief in his account 
of events in the second chapter of Ex- 
odus. The period of time covered in 
this chapter is approximately a hundred 
years. the prayers from the Israelites 
were many in this long and severe bond 
age. They faithfully prayed to God for 
deliverance from their oppression. God 
heard every earnest prayer. All their 
prayers were aonteres or God deliv- 
ered them. 

Moses recorded it simply: ‘‘And it 
came to pass in process of time, that 
the king of Egypt died: and the chil- 
dren of Israel sighed by reason of the 
bondage, and they cried, and their cry 
came up unto God by reason of their’ 
bondage. And God heard their groan- 
ing... and God looked upon the chil- 
dren of Israel, and God had respect un- 
to them.”’ 

Too often men become impatient with 
praying and consider an unaccountable 

elay a prayer unanswered. We are apt 
to judge God hastily by the inadequate 
criterion of man. Man will fail to ful- 
fill his implied promise frequently be- 
cause of his own selfish hidden mo- 
tives. This is not the principle with 
the Lord. Any procrastination of God 
is purposely! It is long-suffering for 
your sake, or as Peter phrased it, ‘‘to 
us-ward.”’ (2 Peter 3:9) The delay in 
deliverance of the children of Israel 
served to discipline them for the tribu- 
lations they were to encounter during 
their arduous exodus from Egyptian- 
slavery. 

Do not despair or cease to pray when 
your fervent desires seem unheard by 
God; instead pray patiently, to know 
the will of Goll! No man must know his 
time or season. If it takes years to 
have your prayers answered, wait pati- 


ently on His will. __Robert T. Raines 


() NE of the prerequisites for potency 
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HREE NEW CHURCHES 
WEEK NEEDED, 
ETHODISTS ARE TOLD 


METHODIST leader says three 
Aen churches a week is the mini- 
mum construction needed by his 
denomination during the next decade, 
according to a January 16, 1957, report 
rrom Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania. 


Dr. Earl R. Brown set the goal in 
i report, predicting ‘‘the greatest church 
yuilding program in Methodist history.” 
We is general secretary of the Nation- 
al Missions Division of the Church’s 
oard of Missions. 


American Methodists, in 1956, gave 
record $23,500,000 for missionary 
ork, another report revealed. 


More than half of the amount went 
to overseas missions, and 38% for mnis- 
bsionary work in the United States. The 
HBoard of Missions reported its assets 
**.limbed to $80,750,000, up $2,500,000, 
from 1955.°* 


—Exchange 


(CINCINNATI CONCERN 
IDEMONSTRATES HOW 
AGED CAN BE USED 


A calendar manufacturer’s employ- 
ment practices may be just the answer 
to a nagging problem now facing the 
‘Mation; what to do about the growing 
number of older citizens? 
While the recently created Federal 
Council on Aging tries to create a plan 
N to bring new hope for security and use- 
| fulness to the nation’s aging, a Cin- 
(cinnati calendar manufacturer is doing 
| just what the government has in nind- 
--em ploying persons usually consider- 
jed too old to be useful. 

It reported here, Washington, D.C., 
JOct. 16, 1956, U.P.,that the average 
age of salesmen for the Kemper-Thom- 
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GHURCH AT WORK 


as Co., is 42, and at least one of its 
agents is over 90, The company pro- 
duces calendars, advertising special 
ties and business gifts. 

The usual employment practice is 
explained simply by J. A. McCollum, 
executive vice president, who says 
that older men usually make better 
salesmen, 

What the company wants in the sales- 
representatives is people ‘‘with the 
mental and business maturity to talk 
intelligently to businessmen.”’ 

The Kemper-Thomas sales _ force 
isn*t all men. Some of the company’s 
400 agents are women--older women, 
of course. 

One notable member of the concern’s 
staff is Charles Sheets of Beaver Falls, 
Pa. Some 65 years ago, Mr. Sheets got 
tired of his job as railroad ticket agent 
and went to work for Kemper-Thomas, 

Mr. Sheets, now 91 years of age,says 
he’s going ‘‘to sell right up to theend.” 
In business for near+75 years, the com- 

° ee 

pany has built up what it calls profile 
of the ideal salesman.” Here is what- 
he looks like: 

He usually is from 30 to 50 years old 
married and the father of one to three 
children. He owns a car, a home and at 
least $2500 worth of insurance. He be- 
longs to a service or fraternal organiza- 
tion. During the past 10 years e has 
had no more than three jobs and has 
earned from $3000 to $5000 a year. He 
is at least a high school graduate and 
‘thas plenty of imagination and knows 
how to use his head.”’ 


GETTING OUR SCHOOLS READY 


Now is the time to contact the 

National Citizens Council 

For Better Schools 

9 East 40th Street 

New York 16, New York 
and ask for their booklet, ‘‘Better Schools 
Build Better Communities,’’ and you will 
be ready for the conference table. 
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FOOD SERVICE 


Crescent Metal Products, Inc., 18901 Sy. 
Clair Avenue,Cleveland 19, Ohio, announc- 
es a new 4page Composite Catalog No. 
293A with typical units of complete Cres- 
Cor line of aluminum food service equip- 
ment, listing all standard pan and tray siz- 
es along with actual dimensions. 


Inside pages illustrate 54 typical units 
of complete Cres-cor line of 260 models. 
All sizes of cabinets with double-door, pass - 
thru and merchandiser cabinets are shown. 


Racks, tray carts, and vertical carts are 
shown. Hot and coldcabinets, electrical and 
propane-heated, in addition food conveyerss 
dollies, pie cabinets, hand lift carriers, and 
catering items. 


SERMON SONNETS 


This 34-page hand booklet of “SERMON 
Sonnets’’, each with a suitable Scripture 
Text, by the Rev. Henry C. Spear, 128,- 
Church Street, Hartford, Wisconsin, the 
pastor of the Methodist Church, and long- 
time reader of The Expositor, will prove 
helpful and inspirational on many an oc- 
casion for any preacher, teacher, or speaker. 
There is no price given, but a card to 
the Rev. Henry C.Spear, at the above add. 
will bring you the price. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR WEEK 


The 76th Anniversary Observance of the 
founding of Christian Endeavor will be the 
week of January 27-February 3, and the 
theme is ‘‘Consider Your Call,’’ and the 
plan is in cooperation with the observance 
of United Christian Youth Movement. 

Young people up to 25 years of age may 
compete in the sixth Christian Endeavor 
Citizenship Contest; the deadline comes 
with the closing of this Specil Week; and 
further detailed information may be secured 
from: 


Public Relations Dept. 

Intern’! Society of Christian Endeavor 
1221 East Broad Street 

Columbus 16, Ohio 


from whom the above information was rec'd, 
on January 12, 


10 STEPS TO LEADERSHIP 
J. Vernon Jacobs, Standard Pub.Co. 
172p. $2.95 


_ Here is a new approach to prepara- 
tion for ‘‘Leadership’” and careful, 
‘thoughtful study of the book will as- 
sure a step in the right direction. The 
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TEACH WITH SUCCESS 

Guy P. Leavitt, Standard Pub. Co. 
8% X 10%, Loose-leaf plastic bind- 
ing, Illustrated, $2.95 


10-steps are: Wish, Grow, Understand, 
Study, Pray, Think, Speak, Plan, Co- 
operate, Serve. | 
Understanding the great need for 
Leaders prompted the author to pro- 
vide. this detailed guide, so those who | 
understand the need for leadership will 
be prepared to serve. : 
wo other books by the author, J. 
Vernon Jacobs, that leaders will fin 
helpful, are ‘‘81 Short Speeches for 44 
Occasions,’ $3; and ‘‘How to Speak 
and Pray in Public,’’ 95¢. Both may 
be had at your book store, or from the — 
Standard Pub. Co. Direct. : 


This book is to show ‘‘how’’, the — 
‘‘what” and ‘‘why’’ of teaching, and’ 
will be helpful to eu new and experi- | 
enced teachers. The 3-sections of the 
160-p. book are: You Prepare to Teach, — 
You Teach the Lesson, You Evaluate. 
This is book to keep within reach. 


I will remember that my church is judged by 
my actions and I will seek to make my daily 
life count for much! 


errr 
CHURCH FUND RAISING | 
Norman EF. Nygaard, D. D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian Minister who 
bas contributed regularly to The Expositor — 
for more than thirty years. For the last six 
years be bas given full time to writing and ~ 
fund-raising for 


professional churches 


she ok sie ke ee 
For information which will belp you in cone 
sidering or planning your Fund-Raising Cam- 
paign, fill in and mail the coupon below. No | 
obligation. 


Dr. Norman KE. Nygaard é 
The Expositor, Box 81, East Aurora, N. Y. 


Please send me _ information regarding” 
your Church Fund Raising Campaigns 


Name 


Address 


City or Town 


Denomination State 
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SERMONS 


THREE WRONG 
About 


Suppositions 


CHRIST! 


CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 
TEXT: Luke 2:44 “Supposing him to 


have been in the company... 


Mark 6:49 “They supposed it 
had been a ghost, and cried out..”’ 


John 20:15 “Supposing him to 
be the gardener... 


HESE wrong suppositions, these 
| mistakes as to his person, were all 
made by the friends of Jesus, by 
those who loved him; not by his enemies. 
Love can be mistaken as well as hatred. 
The chief priests and scribes and Phari- 
sees were terribly mistaken about Jesus; 
but also, although in a different way, his 
friends. Some of their mistakes still per- 
sist. 


1. Supposing him to have been in the 
company... 

The last we saw of Jesus was when 
he was carried by Joseph and Mary down 
into Egypt, to excape the murderous rage 
of Herod the King. After that he is en- 
veloped in the mist of silence for twelve 
years, We hear nothing of him during 
these years, save that he “‘grew, and 
waxed strong in the spirit; filled with 
-wisdom, and the grace of God was upon 
him.’? We often wish that we could lift 


F resbyterian 
utler, Pennsylvania 
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that veil of silence and learn something 
about him during those twelve years. 
But the lips of the evangelist are seal- 
ed; and far better that silence than the 
absurd and fantastic tales of the apocry- 
phal gospels which tryto fill in the gaps 
in the history of his life. 

Those twelve years were the formative 
years of the life of Jesus. They are the 
formative years of every one’s life. By 
the time a child is twelve years of age 
the twig is bent and character is form- 
ed. And hence the sacred, solemn and 
all important task of their fathers and 
mothers. To a large degree, it may be 
said, when their child is twelve years of 
age the parents turn out a finished prod- 
uct. It is altogether unlikely that after 
twelve years any education or future ex- 
perience will effect any radical change 
in character or disposition. Jesus, Luke 
tells us, was ‘‘subject to his parents, 
and grew in favor with God and man.’’ 
He was trained in the way he should go, 
and when he reached maturity he did not 
depart from it. At even an earlier age 
than twelve achild will often show that - 
his heart is inclined to the Lord, Josiah 
was only eight years of age when he 
ascended the throne of Judah; but the 
record is that ‘‘he did that which was 
right in the sight of the Lord, and turn- 
ed not aside to the right hand or the 
left.”” 

Every year the devout mother and 
Joseph went up to Jerusalem to keep 
the feast of the Passover. When Jesus 
was twelve years old they took him up 
with them on one of the sacramental 
visits. When they had fulfilled their- 
duty at the feast, they started homeward, 
back to Nazareth. In their haste of de- 
parture they did not notice that Jesus 
was not with them. When at length, some 
distance from the city, they did discover 
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that he was not with them, they took 
for granted that he was somewhere in 
the caravan travelling to Nazareth; get- 
ting a ride perhaps ona camel or an ass, 
as boys liked to do. ‘‘Where is Jesus?’’ 
Mary must have said to Joseph. And 
Joseph probably answered, for Luke 
says they were in a company of their 
relatives and neighbors: “Oh, I suppose 
he is getting a ride with Uncle Samuel; 
or he may be with Aunt Hannah.” So, 
‘‘supppsing him to have been in the com- 
pany,’’ they journeyed on toward Naza- 
reth. 

But after the caravan had halted, prob- 
ably at the end of the first day’s journey, 
then they became anxious, and instituted 
a search among their relatives and ac- 
quaintances. But none of them had seen 
or heard of Jesus.The next morning they 
started back to Jerusalem to search for 
him, and their hearts must have been 
filled with anxiety and alarm. On the 
third day they reached the city and found 
Jesus in the temple, sitting in the midst 
of the doctors, both hearing them and ask 
ing them questions. If twenty and more 
years later they wondered at his wisdom 
when they heard him teach, how great 
must have been their astonishment as 
they heard this boy of twelve askthem 
questions! 

Mary gave her son a mild rebuke: ‘‘Son, 
why hast thou thus dealt with us? Be- 
hold thy father and I have sought thee 
sorrowing.’® Mary had feared that her 
boy was lost; stolen, kidnapped, per- 
haps, by Beoudins. And what did she 
think, when Jesus answered, ‘‘Wistye 
not that I must be about my fathers busi- 
ness?’? 

Parents ought to know where their 
children are, and not suppose or take for 
granted that all is well with them.In the 
case of Jesus, intent already upon his 
Father’s business, all was well. But in 
the case of many other children,suppos- 
ed by their parents to be in good com* 
pany, all is not well; sometimes far from 
well. The terrible deluge of crime and 
immorality which today is engulfing our 
nation is due in large part to parents 
who either suppose that all is well with 
their children, or do not care whether it 
is well with them or not. Know where 
your children are. Follow them with your 
love and your interceding prayers. 

What is true about your child, that 
you must not suppose, take for granted, 
that all is well with him, is true of ar 
other child--your own soul. Do not sup- 
pose that because you once confessed 
the Name of Christ and came into the 
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church, that you are in the company of 
Christ, unless you are faithful in what 
the church teaches--worship, prayer,- 
the reading of the Bible, and in good 
works. Nor suppose that because you 
have in general good intentions, and a 
degree of religious aspiration, that all 
is well with you. No doubt Balaam,when 
he was thrilled with the vision of fs- 
rael’s unfolded destiny, and prayed, ‘‘Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and 
let my last end be like his,’’ supposed 
that all would be well with him in the 
end, Yet he did not die the death of the 
righteous, but perished miserably fight- 
ing in battle against the very people 
whom he had so greatly blessed. Take 
nothing for granted in this your Chris- 
tian warfare; but work out your own Sal- 
vation with fear and trembling. You can 
keep in the company of Jesus if you so 
desire, and live in accordance with that 
desire. He himself greatly desires to 
have you in his company. “Behold I 
stand at the door and knock; If any man 
hear my voice and open unto me, I will 
come unto him, and will sup with him, 
and he with me.’’ 


Il. ‘‘They supposed it had been a ghost.” 


After Jesus received the sorrowful 
tidings of the murder of John, his great 
forerunner, by Herod Antipas, and also 
because he saw that his disciples were 
in need of rest and a change of scene, 
he said to them, ‘‘Come ye yourselves 
apart into a desert place, and rest a 
while.’’ Secretly, as they thought, the 
disciples and Jesus embarked in one of 
the fishing boats and started for a remote 
place on the other side of the lake. But 
their departure had been noticed, and 
when Jesus and the disciples reached 
the place where they hoped to have rest 
and quiet, they found the people, who 
had run around the lake, waiting there 
for them. If it had been you or I, we 
probably would have been put out, and 
would have said to the people, ‘‘Can 
you not let us alone for a little? Can -- 
you not grant us a season of rest and 
quiet?’’ But not so Jesus. Instead of 
that, he was ‘‘moved with compassion, 
because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd; and began to: teach them many 
things.”” 

When the sermon was finished, the 
disciples came to him and asked him to 
send the people away, back to their own 
homes, or into the villages round about, 
for the night was coming on, and they 
had brought nothing to eat with them. But 
instead of that, Jesus said, ‘‘Give ye 
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them to eat.’” The disciples were aston- 
ished at that, and declared that such a 
thing was impossible.Feed five thousand 
people! But one of them, Andrew, said 
«There is a lad here which hath five 
loaves and two small fishes. But what 
are they among so many!’’ Jesus told 
him to bring the lad to him; and with 
those five loaves and two small fishes 
he fed the multitude. 

So stirred were the people by the mir- 
acle, that they began to hail Jesus as a 
king. But Jesus, first constraining the 
reluctant disciples to get into the boat 
and start back toward Capernaum, with- 
drew to a mountain top to pray. When the 
disciples had gone but a little distance 
across the sea, they were overtaken by 
one of those fierce storms which fre- 
quently throw the Sea of Galilee into com- 
motion. Peter, no doubt, took command 
of the ship; holding the tiller, and in 
stentorian tones giving commands to the 
others. As the tempest rages over the 
lake, the ship tosses like a cork up and 
down in the great rollers, the white foam 
of the waves gleaming through the black- 
ness of the night like the teeth of some 
monster of the sea. 

From his mountain watch Jesus saw 
them ‘‘toiling at the oars.’’ But he let 
them struggle on, hour after hour; and 
they must have thought that he had for- 
saken them. But at the fourth hour, be- 
tween three and the dawning, the hardest 
watch of the night, he comes to them, 
walking on the sea, The disciples, look- 
ing off over the waves saw him, and sup- 
posing he was a ghost, cried out in terror. 

‘Their battle with nature,with the sea,had 
been bad enough; but now they were in 
terror because they thought a ghost, a 
spectre out of the unseen world, a demon 
was approaching them to send them to 
destruction. They could fight against the 
sea, but not against a ghost. And they 
cried out in terror. . 

Then they heard a voice, a voice they 
knew and loved so well; the voice of 
Jesus; no spectre, no ghost, but their 
friend and Master. And the voice said: 
**Be of good cheer.It is ].Be not afraid. 
Then they knew that all was well. ‘Je- 
‘sus went up into the ship; and the wind 
ceased.”” 
~ Do you and I not sometimes repeat the 
fear of the disciples and make the same 
mistaken supposition about God’s provi- 
dence that they did that night when they 
took Jesus for a ghost? God’s way may 
t times seem strange and hard to you; 
but he comes near to you in that provi- 


lence; not a ghost, a spectre, but as 


‘your friend. ‘‘It is I. Be not afraid.”’ 


**So through the thunder 
Comes a human voice; 
O heart I made, 

A heart beats here.”’ 


III. “Supposing him to be the gardener.” 


The order of events of the great drama 
of the resurrection seems to have been 
as follows. Mary Magdalene was one of 
several Marys at the Cross; Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, Mary his aunt, the moth 
er of Cleopas, and Salome, the mother 
of James and John,and Mary Magdalene ; 
all of them mothers except Mary Magda- 
lene. She was also one of the women 
who went to the sepulchre early in the 
morning when the Sabbath was past to 
anoint his body with sweet spices. There 
they found the stone already rolled away, 
and a Young Man, an Angel, who told 
them that Jesus was risen. ‘‘He is not 
here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, 
see the place where the Lord lay.’’ Mary 
then ran and told Peter and John the ex- 
citing news that the sepulcher was emp- 
ty. She had not heeded what the angel 
had said to her and the other women, 
that Jesus was risen; but knew only that 
the grave was empty. 

When Peter and John heard the news, 
they arose and ran to the tomb. Because 
he was the younger, John outran Peter 
and came first to the tomb, where he look- 
ed in and saw the linen clothes lying, 
but was afraid to go in. But when Peter 
came up, he went at once into the sepul- 
chre and made a careful inspection, sat- 
isfying himself that Jesus was really 
risen and then, communicated his belief 
to John, who also ‘‘entered in and be- 


lieved.”’ 
The two disciples then returned to 


their home in the city. But Mary, who 
had followed them, remained at the 
tomb weeping. As she wept, not only 
because Jesus was dead, but because 
his body was lost, she looked once more 
carefully down into the grave to see if 
it were really true that the grave was 
empty, or if she and the others had been 
mistaken. 

As she did so, she saw two angels 
in white sitting, the one at the head and 
the other at the feet, where the body of 
Jesus had lain. The angels said to her, 
‘‘Woman, why weepest thou?’’ Mary an- 
swered, ‘‘because they have taken away 
my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid him.** Then, lifting herself 
up, and turning about, she saw Jesus 
standing near, but knew not that it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘‘Woman “ é 
weepest thou? Whom seekest thou: 
Mary, supposing that the one who had 
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addressed her was the gardener, or cus- 
todian, answered, ‘‘Sir, if thou have 
borne him hence, tell me where thou 
hast laid him, and I will take him away.” 

Even if there had been no resurrection, 
and the body of Jesus had been carried 
off, still, what Mary does and says here 
would be a beautiful instance of devo- 
tion to the memory and to the body of 
Jesus. When David Livingstone died on 
his knees in the heart of Africa, his 
black disciples carried his body a thou- 
sand miles over mountains, across great 
rivers and through the jungles onthoe 
tile tribes, eaestoet Zanibar they left it 
in the hands of his own people, to bé 
carried across the ocean to England, 
and interred in Westminster Abbey among 
the great and illustrious of Britain’s 
history. Here, too, was an instance of 
tender devotion to the body of her mas- 
ter on the part of Mary. But still the 
thing furthest from her mind was the 
thought that Jesus had risen; and she 
could not bear the thought of that loved 
body being in the hands of enemies or 
strangers. ‘‘Supposing him to be the 
gardner,’’ she said, “‘If thou hast taken 
him hence, tell me where thou hast laid 
him, and I] will take him away.’’ 

Jesus saith unto her, ‘‘Mary!’? That 
was enough-- ‘‘Mary!’’ He called her by 
name; and she knew it was he. Then, 
after she had kissed his feet, she ran to 
tell the disciples that she had seen the 
Lord. To Mary, then, belongs the double 
distinction: the first to see the risen 
Lord Jesus, and the first to proclaim 
and preach his resurrection. 

Why did she take him to be the garden- 
er? Was it because she saw uncertain- 
ly through the morning mists? Or because 
her eyes were dim with the tears of her 
sorrow? Or because Jesus had assumed 
the dress of a gardener? Some _ have 
liked to dwell on that; that Jesus ap- 
peared not as priest or rabbi,or as arich 
man, but as a gardener; and from that 
they have drawn the pleasing fancy --- 
-truth also---that Jesus, who is the 
Shepherd of our souls, js also the Gar- 
dener of our souls. But that is only a 
fancy, a figure. 

Jesus had healed her of some terri- 
ble affliction, seven evil spirits cast 
out of her, the Gospels say. Her sor- 
row was greater than the others because 
she felt her loss the more; and although 
she is not to be identified with the 
*‘woman who was a Sinner,’’ what Jesus 
said of that woman who washed his feet 
with her tears could well be said of Mary 


also, ‘‘She loved much.’’She loved much; | 


the greater is their devotion to Christ. 
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‘‘Love only comprehendeth love, and 
knoweth whence it came.” 

This is a story for the heart, for the 
affections; but it is also a story for our 
faith in Christ. No forger could ever 
have invented this story. It has some- 
times been said that those who first 
claimed they had seen the risen Jesus 
were mistaken, halucinated. In their 
grief, hoping that Jesus might appear 
again, they were ready to elieve any- 
thing, and thus were easily deceived. 
But the fact is quite the reverse. Even 
after Peter and John had visited the 
empty sepulchre and believed that Jesus 
were risen, Mary did not believe. All 
that with her broken heart she knew and 
believed was that her loved master was 
dead, And even after the two angels had 
asked her why she wept, and whom she 
sought, all that was in her mind was 
how and where she might find the body 
of Jesus, for she wants to eep over it, 
and tenderly care for it. And even after 
Jesus had spoken to her for the first 
time, she ‘‘supposed he was the gar- 
dener,’” and thought only of his dead 
body, ‘‘If thou hast borne him hence,tell 
me where thou hast laid him, and I will 
take him away,” It was only when Jesus 
disclosed himself to her by calling her 
by name--Mary, that she knew and be- 
lieved Jesus was risen from the dead. 

When Jesus first said to Mary, ---- 
‘‘Woman!’’ she did not know him. But 
when he said, ‘‘Mary,’’ then she knew 
who he was. I like sometimes to sub- 
stitute my own name and that of Mary. 
Jesus said of himself, “‘He calleth his 
own sheep by name.’’ He knows your 
name and calls you by that name, as he 
called Mary, and Peter, and John, and 
Paul. Take Jesus out of the abstract, 
out of the world of speculation and of 
clashing views, and listen to him as he 
calls you by your own name; and so 
discover him to be your Friend and Sav- 
tour, 


‘“‘But warm, sweet, tender even yet, 
A present help is he; 
And faith has still its Olivet, 
And love its Galilee.’’ 


FIRE LOSES DROP 


More than $70,000,000 worth of property 
went up in smoke in this.land last month, 
say National Board of Fire Underwriters, 


September’s estimated fire loss of $70,118, 
000 was down 6.4% from the August total 
of $74,930,000 but were up 6.3% from Sept. 
of 1955, the board reports. a 
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CHARACTER READING 


E. B. STORR 


TEXT:John 2:25 “‘Ile knew what was 

in man’’ 

'T HE statement is made of Jesus. 
He understood human nature 
through and through. As He 

came into contact with men of 

various types He could see into 
them, read their secret motives, 
<now them for just what they were. 

The suggestion in the short para- 
raph of which these are the closing 
words is not a very pleasant one. 

It is that Jesus knew what was in 

men so as not to be taken in by 

them. He was in Jerusalem during 
ithe Feast of the Passover, and 
worked some of His wonderful 
scures there; with the result that 
many people believed in Him. John 
wepresents Jesus as always sus- 
micious of those who were won to 

Him merely through His miracles. 

i{hat was the lower faith, the higher 

faith was that which accepted Him 
for what He was, not for what He 

Hid. So, though these people of 

JJerusalem expressed their faith in 

Him, Jesus did not trust them too 

far. He did not take their express- 

ions of faith at their face-value. He 
ssaw the shallowness and unrelia™ 

wility of their loyalty. And He did 

this because of His power of insight 

into human nature generally. ‘‘He 
xnew what was in man.”’ 

The Gospels make very clear this 

apacity in Jesus to read men. He 

lived in the midst of a surging tide 
of humanity. Men and women of 
ifferent races and ranks and 
temperaments came into touch 
with Him; but, however casual the 
contact, He always seemed to know 

His man. In _ handling people, 

jhether it was the Roman Governor 

r a woman of the streets, He 

ways, with unerring sureness of 

uch, put His finger on the right 
ot. The only possible exception 
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of which I can think is Judas. It 
has always been a problem why 
Jesus chose Judas to be an Apostle. 
Did He know the sinister possi- 
bilities that lurked in the man? Did 
the treachery of Judas take Him by 
surprise? Or was IJis choice of 
Judas made with eyes wide open, 
for reasons that we do not know? 
These are questions we cannot 
answer, and the problem must 
remain unsolved. In any case it 
does not affect the picture we have 
of Jesus as One to whom the 
hearts of men were laid bare, who 
saw through all disguises and tore 
off all masks until He came to the 
man himself. 

Probably John wants us to under- 
stand Jesus had  supematural 
powers of insight. There is no 
need of such an explanation. The 
power to read men is a human 
endowment. We can all do it in a 
measure. Jesus had the power in a 
very high degree; but it was as a 
man that He understood His fellow- 
man. 

l. Jesus, as Philosopher, knew 
what was in man. 

Our words and actions are a 
continuous self-revelation that 
others may read. There is no 
personal movement so slight as to 
be without significance. Our whole 
personality lies behind what we 
say and do; yes, and in a sense 
behind what we fail to say and do- 
We are giving ourselves away all 
the time, and we cannot avoid 
doing it. It is by observing these 
outward signs, and seeing the 
significance of them, that we 
learn to know one another. : 

There are many indications in 
the Cospels that Jesus was a keen 
observer. He kept His eyes open 
as He moved about the world. But 
what is rarer He could read the 
meaning of little signs, could see 
what they revealed of character. 
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One man looks up into the sky, 
sees the same thing, and knows 
what the weather will be during 
the next two or three days Prob- 
ably the second man could not 
tell exactly how or why he knows. 
Long experience in watching and 
interpreting has made him expert. 
So Jesus had learnedto know the 


meaning of slight human movements. 


A very tiny chink would afford Him 


a glimpse into a man’s very heart. 


2: Jesus, as Poet, knew what 
was in man. 

There are aspects of things that 
cannot be discovered by obser- 
vation and thought. The flower in 
the crannied wall has a message 
that the scientist will never hear, 
however attentively he may listen. 
The artist sees meanings, the 
poet hears voices, too elusive and 
too subtle to be caught by the net 
of the thinker. And if that is true 
of things it is still truer of persons. 
‘The intuition of the poet is needed 
for the true understanding of human 
nature. 

As a matter of fact we are all 
poets in a measure, and insight as 
well as sight helps us to get to 
know each other. There are subtler 
indications of character than move- 
ments that can be observed with 
the eye. Spirit speaks to spirit. 
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Deep calls unto deep. It is possible 
not simply to infer, like the thinker 
that a man is such and such a man 
because he does this; but also, by 
imagination and sympathy, to see 
the man’s soul and directly to know 
him as such and such. 

Now Jesus had unusual powers 
of intuition. He was a true poet. 
Imagination took Him into the heart 
of Nature, and imagination took Him 
‘nto the heart of human nature. ihe 
X-rays pierce through the flesh and 
tissue of the body, and reveal 
what could not otherwise be seen. 
Jesus had an X-ray vision. As men 
and women_came into His presence 
their soul-tissue fell away, and 
they stood revealed to Him as 
they really were. 


3. Jesus, as Saint, knew what was 
In man. 

There is a widely held view that 
goodness is not helpful to the read- 
ing of character; that the saint is an 
innocent soul easily taken in. It is 
the man of the world, with a large 
experience of human folly and sin, 
who is most skilled in understand- 
ing his fellows. There is, no doubt, 
some truth in that idea—the sort of 
shallow truth expressed in the 
saying “‘ set a thief to catch a 
thief.” Butit is not true in the 
largest sense that goodness blinds 
to the realities of human nature. On — 
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the contrary, it gives insight. G.K. 
Chesterton has sought to make this 
clear in his Father Brown detective 
stories. Father Brown is a Roman 
Catholic priest. His work amongst 
men and in the confessional has 
given him a wise understanding of 
human nature; and, so far from his 
piety, innocent as he looks, being 
a handicap to him, it helps him to 
see more clearly into men’s hearts. 
The problems of crime that he is 
lied: upon to handle are all human 
problems which eventually he 
solves when the detectives fail 
because he knows the subtleties of 
human motive better than they do. 

Jesus said, ‘‘ the pure in heart 
see God.’’ And because they see 
God they see man also. They see 
human nature as God means it to 
be, and in that white light they see 
it more clearly as it is.”’ 

Jesus had the piercing vision of 
the sinless heart. No thinnest film 
of uncleanness. or selfishness 
dimmed that vision. He knew what 
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was in man because He saw man 1n 


the pure light of God’s ideal. 


4. Jesus, as Lover, knew what was 
in man. 

Here again there is a common idea 
that love is blind--that it throws a 
film of partiality and prejudice 
over the eyes, and so hides the 
realities of character. And again 
we touch a half-truth. Love has its 
blind-spot. But it is not the whole 
truth, nor the deeper truth. The eye 
of the soul is sympathy. Love is 
the golden key that unlocks the 
door of another’s heart and dis- 
covers its secrets.--You may know 
something of your fellows without 
loving them, and become a cynic. 
You may know something of your 
fellows without loving them, and 
become suspicious and cece ae 
You may, without, love know as 
much of your fellows as will enable 
you to save yourself from being 
taken in and to use them to your 
own advantage. But without love 
you cannot know the finenesses of 
their nature and the rich depths of 
their divine possibility. 

Jesus was the Great Lover. And 
His love was like a glowing torch 
that lit up for Him the hearts of 
men. It showed Him the meannesses 
of the Pharisees that neither they 
themselves nor others could see; 
it showed Him the nobility of a 
heathen mother, the rock qualities 
of an unreliable Peter, the gleam 
of gold in the moral outcasts of His 
age. 

So, as thinker and poet, as saint 
and lover, Jesus looked at and into 
His fellows,. and He knew them, 
knew what was in them to the very - 
depths of their humanity. 

This accurate knowledge of men ~ 
meant much for the work of Jesus. 
He came to redeem the world from 
sin, and to lead men back to God. 
For such a work it was necessary 
that He should know God and the 
way of His will for men; but it was 
almost as necessary that He should | 
know the human material that He — 
had to handle. 


His knowledge of men saved Him | 
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from making mistakes, and being 
deceived. Carlyle, in his ‘‘Sartor 
Resartus,’’ suggests what a differ 
ence it would make in human rela- 
tions if all men were suddenly 
‘stripped of all the dignities that 
clothe and hide them now, and 
sappeared simply as men. Jesus was 
ever impressed or deceived by the 
dress of dignity. He saw Herod the 
[King, and Pontius Pilate the Roman 
|Governor, just as they were: their 
jpomp and power were trappings 
ithat fell away from them as He 
‘looked at them. 

Nor was he deceived by the 
subtler spiritual coverings that 
men threw around themselves. In 
spite of their own pretensions, and 
the general honour paid to them, 
Jesus saw the religious hollowness 
and moral shortcomings of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, and un- 
masked them before the people. 
When men came to Him with enthu- 
siastic professions of loyalty He 
could tell how far they were sincere 
and show them where their loyalty 
failed. 

“He knew what was in man,’’ 
and this knowledge gave a splendid 
and sane realism to His work. 
Jesus was a great idealist. And 
sometimes this feature is set 
forth in such a way as to imply 
that He was a mere dreamer. It is 
not true: He made big demands on 
men, and never reduced His de- 
mands under the pressure of circum- 
stance; but in His demands He 
never left the human plane. He 
dealt with man as He knew him to 
be--the son of God. How skilfully 
He handled every individual that 
crossed His path Nicodemus, the 
woman who was a sinner, the rich 
young ruler, Zaccheus, the thief 
on the cross: He knew each one, 

and led each one along the path 
that his individual need made 
“imperative. [t might be a difficult 
path; it was never an impossible 
one. 

_ But His knowledge of men never 
caused Him to lose faith in them; 
‘nay, was it not the secret of His 


faith? For He knew the whole of 
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illustrations in abundance and seed 
thoughts for many sermons—from 
the mind and heart of one of 
America’s great preachers. Dr. 
Sockman himself describes the 
messages as “designed to keep us 
on the ‘growing edge’ of life.” 
Published November 30. $2 


Also by Dr. Sockman: 


THE WHOLE ARMOR 


OF GOD $1 
THE HIGHER HAPPINESS $2 
NOW TO LIVE $2.50 


DATE WITH DESTINY $1.50 


at all bookstores 
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COMMUNION TABLES 
PULPITS ¢ CHAIRS 
ALTARS ¢ LECTERNS 
BAPTISMAL FONTS 


Gothic, Romanesque, Colonial, 
and Early American designs to 


harmonize with every edifice. 


Send for illustrated Catalog 


Furniture for America’s Churches 
Since 1897 


DEPT 44 « SCRANTON 2, RENNA. 


what was in man--the possible as 
well as the actual and gave His 
life for man on that basis. Lord, 
help us to see and understand our- 
selves, and our worth to Him, and 
guide us into the path He opened 
for each of us--the path to His 
Presence, Everlasting Life. 


COME, LET US ADORE HIM 
Virginia Ely, Revell. 159-p. $2.00 


Here are fifty two suggestive and chal- 
lenging worship services that are suitable 
for almost any groups in the Church. The 
themes cover a wide field. They are based 
on Scripture with appropriate hymns and 
suggestions to leaders, Miss Ely has been 
active in various fields of Christian serv- 
ice and her worship programs have had the 
text of experience. Well she says, “‘The 
leader should give prayerful concern to her 
own spiritual preparation before beginning 
a worship program.”” ~.W. Franklin Harkey 


WHEN THE LIGHTS ARE LOW 
This i is the title of a book by the editor 


of ““fhis Day’’, Henry Rische, to be avail- 


able this month, through Concordia Publish- 
ing House, 6 X 8% format, approximately 
200 pages, definately not just another semi- 
religious ‘‘uplift’’ or ‘‘happiness’’ guide, 
but a book of definite,basic Christian truths 
which touch upon many human experiences, 
especially, as the title indicates, ‘‘when 
the lights are low”’; the origin and purpose 
of the book clearly stated in the author’s 
preface, 
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PRESCRIPTION for ANXIETY | 
Leslie D. Weatherhead, Abingdon 157-p. $2.50) 


This book tells us in simple words ‘‘How 
you can overcome fear and despair’’ based 
on the author’s discovery of.the text: ‘In 
all thy ways acknowledge him and he shall 
direct thy paths,’? and even more import- 
ant, he learned to rest on that! : 

“*To rest on that is to find mental peace. 
To act on it is to kill worry and banish anx- 
iety.”” But How? you ask, and here is the 
key-- 

‘Every individual who longs for freedom 
from anxiety will find here the beginning 
of the secret of inward peace-a faultless 
trust in a God who can and will meet our 
need,’” 

There are 12-chapters, and Appendix 1, 
on ‘‘A Way of Prayer for Busy People”’; 
Appendix 11, Hypochondriasis, 


THE CHURCH UNDER THE CROSS 
J. B. Phillips, Macmillan. 111-p, $2.50 


The author of this message, a clergyman 
of the English Church, ‘‘believes that bear- 
ing the Crosses far from being a matter of 
Static patient faithfulness. The Call is to 
les venture, ..”” 

papters B include: renee 6 oO Aa: Cross; 
ra ss in Our Thinking; — “ 
the Pains o HE pci: mes 
Cross; The Cross as the Way of ee 
ation; The Cross as a Way of Life; The 
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Cross in Frustration and Tragedy; The Real 
Cross and the Manufactured Cross; The 
-Uross the Way of Ultimate Victory! 

Here is a realistic way of facing the 


need and privilege of Global Missions! 


ITHE INTEGRITY of PREACHING 
JJohn Knox, Abingdon. 96-p.$1.75 


The author of this book, Baldwin Prof, 
“| Sacred Literature at Union Theological 

minary, and an outstanding authority -in 
the field of biblical interpretation, is a 
cormer member of the faculties of Emory 

d Fish universities, the University of 
chicago, and Hartford Theological Semi- 
wary; delivered the Noble lectures at Harv- 
urd; Ayer lectures at Colgate- Rochester, - 
md widely known in the publishing field. 
Dr. Knox believes that ‘‘True biblical 
reachingfills a new now because it serves 
® continue in our time the events in Chris- 
iianity of the first century--to treat them as 
“vents in our history. It is preaching cen- 

ally concerned with Christ--the central 
*vent of the Bible. 

Chapters are--When is Preaching Biblic- 
il? Relevance of Biblical Preaching; Schol- 
s and Preachers; Preaching is Teaching; 
Preaching is Personal; Preaching is Wor- 
bhip; Preaching is Sacrament. 

This book is timely, and important. It 
erits study and thought on the part of ev- 
try dedicated minister-preacher. 


INSPIRING TALKS TO JUNIORS 
he Days of Youth, by Marion G. 
osselink, Wilde. $2.50 


This volume of 40-Talks to Juniors, 
topics beginning with New Year’s Day 
mnd ending with “‘Looking Back to 
lhe Days of the Old Year,’’ written by 
a man who emphasizes the teaching of 
roung people, will prove a help to any 
verson dealing with children. 

After you have studied the contents 
of this volume, look over his former vol- 
umes, ‘‘Teen Age Talks,?’<c.. Junior 
[alks,’’ ‘‘The Child in the Temple,’’- 
and others listed on the inside jacket. 


“4 TREASURY OF STORIES, ILLUS- 
TRATIONS. EPIGRAMS. QUOTATIONS 
Tor MINISTERS And TEACHERS, by 

WM erbert V. Prochnow, Wilde. $2.00 


_ This volume of 143-pages, fully in- 
exed, is by the author of ‘‘The Speak- 
rs Treasury For Sunday School Teach- 
srs,’ a widely sought public speaker, 

for college and high school commence 
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ABINGDON 
BIBLE 


COMMENTARY 


Edited by Frederick c Eiselen, 
David G. Downey, and Edwin Lewis 


* Articles on the Bible 


at ail bookstores 


ABINGDON PRESS 


ments, and is author of ‘*The Speakers’ 
Treasury for Sunday School Teachers.’’ 

Mr. Prochnow is an officer of a large 
Chicago bank and has been active in 
church work for many years. 


A COMPANION to The COMMUNION SERV- 
ICE. William Robinson, Berean Press. 55-p. 
$1.00 


The author here presents. a manual of de- 
votions for Holy Communion. The book fills 
a need in that it gives in concise form the 
Reformed tradition.There are comments and 
prayers thatwill aid the minister in his prep- 
aration forthe boly bour of communion. 

e-W. Franklin Harkey 
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W.L. CLARK CO.,iNc. 
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Church Windows 
ST. JOSEPH ART GLASS WORKS 


802-808 N. Second St., St. Joseph 12, Mo. 


Designers and Manufacturers of Art, Stained, 
and Ecclesiastical Glass Q 
Send us the sizes and shapes of your windows 
and we will submit quotations 


PIPE ORGANS 


of Distinction 
AUSTIN ORGANS, INC. 


HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
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THE SANITARY?” cnc! CUPS 

CONVENIENT, NOISELESS AND SANITARY 

Our communion set as illustrated permits an impressive 
ceremony and leads the 
field in communion ser- 
vice. Available in ma- 
hogany, oak or walnat in 
either 25, 36 or 49 cup 
size and can be stacked. 


Circular and quotations on request 


SANITARY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Box 396-Dept. E. Rochester 2, N. Y. 
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BIBLE COMMENTARY: The GOSPEL Ac- 
cording to ST. LUKE. By Dr. William F. 


Arndt, Concordia Pub.Co. 523-p. $6.50 


A verse-by-verse interpretation of the be: 
loved Gospel According to St. Luke, Luke 
has been called the most beautiful book eve 
written, containing the short story without! 
rival, The Prodigal Son. The most biographi 
cal ", the four Gospels, the physician’s rec: 
ord is known for its warmth of feeling, its 
glow of sympathy for those who people this 
account of the life of Christ. 

Following Luke’s narrative of the life of 
Jesus from His birth to His ascension, the 
author discusses the parables, miracles,and 
events of the Lord’s ministry which have af- 
fected the ethical values of the non-Chris- 
tian community as well as those who accept 
Christ as God and Lord--the Samaritan Lep- 
er -- Zacchaeus the Publican -- the Widow’s| 
Mite -- the Pharisee and.the Publican. 

In his commentary, Dr. Arndt follows the 
conventional form, giving not only a general 
view of the contents of the Gospel, but a 
verse-by-verse interpretation. He has at- 
tempted to ‘‘set forth the true meaning of 
what Luke writes, without dwelling on all 
the conjectures and opinions that have been 
voiced concerning the sacred text.”’ 

In translating, he has been more concerned | 
with being accurate than giving a smooth! 
and slgaeine rendering. The discussion of 
textual questions has been placed in foot- 
notes. His aim being to remain abreast of 
modern scholarship in every area where’ 
_scholarship has a right to be heard. He ad 
heres to the position that the Bible has 
given through divine inspiration and must 
be treated as having that kind of origin. 

Dr. Arndt admits that he has been eager 
to underline one truth -- wherever it appears 
--that salvation is accomplished by Jesus 
Christ and appropriated by faith, and that 
this blessed message is a means of regen 
eration and a cure for the ills afflicting so- 
ciety and individuals. 

Dr. Arndt’s hope is that his Commentary 
on Luke will stimulate Bible study and will 
be of help to pastors in preparation of ser- 
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THE DOUGLAS Sunday School 
Lessons for 1957, Macmillan, 490-p.$2.95 


This Commentary on the International 
Sunday School Lessons, by Earl L. Doug 
lass, formerly The Snowden-Douglass Sur 
day School Lessons, will be awaited by 
thousands of consecrated Sunday Schoo 
workers throughout the world. | 

Arranged by quarterly plan, the meanin. 

(See page 365 
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cof the Scripture Lesson in its real setting 

iis discussed, and aided by illustrations as 

‘well as hymns, visual aids suggestions. 
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‘for young and mature. 
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Catalog and fine selection of ( 
sample materials on request. o 
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